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It’s great to hear our 
classrooms buzzing with 

activity as students settle 
into their routines and 

advance in their academics.

Mark Robinson, Superintendent

Buckeye Central is off and running this school 
year. It’s great to hear our classrooms buzzing 
with activity as students settle into their 
routines and advance in their academics. 
As a reminder, last spring the Food and Drug 
Administration announced it is once again 
providing free breakfast and lunch to all 
students this school year in an effort to reach 
more food-insecure children. We are offering 
breakfast in the classroom for students in 
grades PK-8 to ensure they start their day off 
right and receive the nutrients they need to 
learn and grow all year long. 
Another thing that’s free this year? Student 
tickets to Buckeye Central sporting events. 
The Athletics Department is extending free 
entry to all sporting events for students in 
grades K-12. We encourage you to support 
our student-athletes, band members, and 
cheerleaders this fall. Students must be 
accompanied by a parent or guardian. You 
can learn more information at our website, 
buckeye-central.org.  
Speaking of our website, it has a new look! Learn more about 
this and other new technology on page 2. 
Just as student growth is important, so is staff development. 
This year, we have incorporated several late start days into 
our calendar. These two-hour delayed starts will provide time 

New Facilities, New Staff Members, New-Look 
Website and App, Free Meals and Student Tickets!

Superintendent’s Update: A Great Start for the New School Year:

SEPT. 24 - Homecoming Game
SEPT. 25 - Homecoming Dance

for professional learning and collaboration 
activities for staff. The first of these late start 
days was Tuesday, Sept. 7. Please check the 
district calendar, available on our website, for 
a full list of these designated days.
Since we’re talking about staff, we’d like to 
give a warm welcome to the following new 
staff members, who joined our Buckeye 
Central family this year:
Leah Filliater – Elementary Principal
Jennifer Moore – Middle School Principal
Rebecca Miller – Preschool Teacher
Ashley Kehres – Preschool Teacher Assistant
Theresa Rager – Preschool Teacher Assistant
Ashley Siesel - School Nurse
Paula Betti – Food Service
Trina Collene – Social Worker
Looking ahead, Homecoming will take place 
Friday, Sept. 24, with the dance to follow on 
Saturday evening. 
And Election Day is just around the corner. 

On Tuesday, Nov. 2, our district’s residents will vote on Buckeye 
Central’s Board of Education members. We have been blessed 
with tremendous board members who provide excellent student-
centered leadership. Exercise your right to vote for these 
important community representatives.
As always, thank you for your support to help us achieve 
excellence together, and I hope everyone has a safe and 
successful school year. 

Election Day is November 2.
Excercise your right to vote!

BE SURE TO VOTE!
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You talked, we listened! Based 
on our community’s feedback 
via a survey last winter, our 
website recently got a new look. 
The new site provides a better user 
experience and includes up-to-date 
calendars, lunch menus, sports 
schedules, school news, and more. 
Visit buckeye-central.org, and tell us 
what you think!

New App
Additionally, we now have a secondary option 
for you to keep all the Buckeye Central news 
you need and want at your fingertips. We’re 
introducing the Buckeye Central app! The app 
can be found in the Apple App Store or Android 
Google Play by searching Buckeye Central.  

Introducing Buckeye Central Website Refresh, New App
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Teachers across Buckeye Central are thinking outside the box this school 
year when it comes to keeping students engaged through reading.

Sixth graders are reading “Roll of Thunder Hear 
My Cry” by Mildred D. Taylor, a story about life in 
Mississippi during the 1930s from the perspective 
of an African American family. Students are 
creating sketch notes as they read. Sketch notes 
are a technique that combines visual learning and 
thinking with creativity. The novel is being taught 
through a variety of mediums including audio, 
visual, social, and verbal learning styles.  
Additionally, sixth-grade students have been 
paired with a kindergartener to encourage an 
early love of reading. Each Friday, they meet their 
buddy in the new kindergarten multipurpose room 
to read to them. 
Similarly, Ms. Frederick’s seventh grade English 
class is reading “Lion” by Saroo Brierley. As 
students listen to excerpts from the book, class 
discussions center around Saroo’s life and the 
circumstances he encounters. The book is shining 
a light on life in a different part of the world and 
giving students the chance to gain perspective 
into other cultures. Students are learning new 
vocabulary and to wrap up the unit, they will 
create a meme to showcase the novel’s themes 
and the lessons they learned. 

Keeping Reading Fun
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Welcome to Jennifer Moore, who has joined the Buckeye 
Central staff as the new middle school principal! 
She is entering her 19th year in education. With a degree in 
biology from Kent State University and a teaching license for 
grades 7-12 in life science, she taught high school biology and 
anatomy for 13 years.  She also taught adult education for five 
years.  
This is her first year in administration since getting her 
administrative license from Concordia University. She said 
she is excited to work with the staff, students, and parents of 
Buckeye Central Middle School. 
Leah Filliater is also joining the Buckeye Central team as the 
elementary principal. The 2021-2022 school year marks her 21st 
year in education and 16th as principal.
She is a proud Bowling Green State University alum; earned 

Buckeye Central Welcomes New Staff

her master’s in administration from Findlay University; and 
completed the superintendent program at Ashland University.
She said, “I’m working hard on learning all of the students’ 
names and am so excited to join this district. Everyone has 
been so supportive!”
Preschool students and families will also see new faces 
this year. Rebecca Miller has been hired as a preschool 
teacher. With eight years of teaching under her belt, she will 
be a welcome addition to Buckeye Central. She is a graduate 
of Heidelberg University, where she earned her bachelor’s 
degree in early childhood education. She also has a reading 
endorsement and is currently attending the University of Toledo 
for her preschool special needs endorsement.  
Ashley Kehres, a proud Buckeye Central alum, is returning 
as a preschool assistant teacher. She graduated from the 

Jennifer Moore Leah Filliater Rebecca Miller Ashley Kehres

New Preschool Addition

Buckeye Central students now get to learn — and play — in bigger and better 
ways thanks to a $9.6 million investment that includes a STEAM (science, 
technology, engineering, art, mathematics) and pre-K and kindergarten addition 

New Additions = 
New Opportunity
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University of Toledo with a bachelor’s degree in therapeutic recreation and has been working as a 
recreational therapist for the past five years. 
Theresa Rager is also coming on board as a preschool assistant teacher. She has been 
teaching in early childhood education for eight years after earning her bachelor’s degree from the 
University of Cincinnati. She is currently enrolled at Mount St. Joseph University, where she is 
working toward her pre-K special needs endorsement license. 
Ashley Siesel has joined Buckeye Central as a school nurse. She is a graduate of Marion 
Technical College and has worked as a registered nurse for the past 13 years, primarily in surgery 
and home health settings. 
She said, “I love being a part of the Buckeye Central community and am looking forward to 
working with all of the great staff, students, and parents in the district.” 
Last, welcome Paula Betti, the latest addition to Buckeye Central’s food service team. She 
comes to us with 24 years of experience in the food service industry. You may recognize her from 
Carle’s Market in Bucyrus! She is excited about this career move and the opportunity to work in 
the same building as her daughter, fourth-grade teacher Toni Schafer. 

New STEAM Addition

Theresa Rager Ashley Siesel Paula Betti

as well as a new playground. A bus garage, which will help 
maintenance crews keep buses in tip-top condition and extend 
the life of the district’s vehicles, was also constructed as part 

of the project. Thanks to good fiscal stewardship these new 
facilities were financed through Buckeye Central’s General Fund 
and will be completely paid for within a few months’ time. 
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Jakob Boehler, field manager and Sandusky 
River Watershed Coalition coordinator from 
Heidelberg University, recently paid a visit to 
Buckeye Central seventh and eighth-grade 
students to give a lesson on the riparian 
ecosystem. 
A riparian zone or area is the interface between 
land and a river or stream. Before heading 
outside for some exploration and hands-on work, 
students learned about water runoff by watching a 
demonstration with a water table. 

Middle School 
Students Explore 

Riparian Ecosystem

Our theme at the high school this year 
is GRIT (Growth Mindset, Resilience, 
Integrity/Intentionality, and Tenacity).
We want all of our students to leave Buckeye 
Central with as much GRIT as possible, as 
we believe this will lay the foundation for 
a successful career and life. To showcase 
the importance of GRIT we challenged our 
students to ride a reverse steering bike, 
complete a Rubik’s Cube or try a number of 
other activities the first day of school.

We Want All BC Students to Graduate
with GRIT
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What will robots do next? At Buckeye Central at least, 
they will beat a drum! 
Using cardboard, paper cups and STEAM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art, and Mathematics) technology, fifth-graders are 
working with Hummingbird Robotics to build robot drummers.
Thanks to the collaborative efforts of Mrs. Caudill and Mrs. Steiger, this 
class brings together multiple fields of knowledge and allows students 
to problem-solve and work together to make working projects.  

Fifth Graders Putting STEAM 
Principles Into Action

SCIENCE TECHNOLOGY ENGINEERING MATHEMATICSMATHEMATICSARTS

ROBOTICS
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Fourth-grade students at Buckeye 
Central are learning what it’s 
like to be a news anchor! Each 
morning they report the morning 
announcements to K-4 students, who 
view the news from their classrooms. 
Ellen Caudill and Zanher Baxter were 
first at-bat this year. Students report the 
weather, subs in the building, the topic of 
the day (Mindful Monday, Trivia Tuesday, 
Word Up Wednesday, Thoughtful Thursday, 
and Fun Friday), staff and student birthdays, 
lunch, whether it’s inside or outside recess, 
and more!  

Fourth-Grade
‘News Anchors’ 
Host Morning 
Announcements


